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THE ASSESSMENT ACT.

TEXT OF AN IMPORTANT NEW TAXA-
TION LaWw.

In Immedlate Efecr—1as Introduced by
¥ir.J. P. Thomay, Jr., of Rienland, and
May Add Millions to Taxabls Property.

An act to provide for the return
and assessment of properyy for taxa
tion.

Be it enacted by the general assem-
bly of the State of South Carclina:

Sec. 1. It shall be the duty of all
versons who are required br law to
make returns of personal property to
make full returns of all real estate and
improvements thereon between the
first day of Jepuary and the 12tn day
of February, 1898, and the same time
in every fourth year thereafier. Pro-
vided, That for that porticn of the
township of Flerence, in the county
of Florence, lying within the limits
of the city of Florence, like returns
shall slso be made between the1stday
of March and the 15th dsy of March,
1897,

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the
county auditor and fownship boards
of commissioners cn or before the
first Tuesday of March in each year to
diligently seek for and diseover all
property, both real and personzl, in
his county, subject to taxation and
not oreviously returned or listed with
him; snd it shall be his duiy to list
the same witk taxation, giving the
valuation ihereof, with the name of
the owner or person te whom itis
taxable.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the
county auditor on or before the flrst
Tuesday of March in each year to lay
before the township boards of ccm-
missioners and the special boards of
assessors the returns of all property,
botk real and personal, made to him,
tegether with a list of all property,
both real and personal, which he can
discover has not been previously re-
turned or listed for taxation, as re-
quired by law, stating in the columns
of remarks upon each return and list
what he believes ought to bethe val-
ustion of the property refurned or
listed. '

Sec. 4. The township boardsof com-
missioners and special boards of as-
sessors shall meet annuslly on the
first Tuesday in March, or as soon
thereafter as practicable, at some con-
venient place or places,for the purpose
of performing the duties devolved up-
on them. It shall be their duty to
cirefully consider the returns and
lists laid before them by the county
auditor, and if necessary to compare
the same with the tax returns and tax
duplicates for the previous year or
years. Tkey shall diligently seek for
and discover all property, both resl
and in their respective fax
districts not previously returned by
the owner or agents thereof, or not
listed for taxation by the county audi-
tor; and thereuporn it shall be their
duty to list the same for taxation in
tne name of the owner or person to
whom it is taxable. It shall thereupon
be their further duty to fairly and imo-

ially assess the value of all prop-
erty, both real and personal, in their
respective tax districts, entering upon
the returns and lists furnished them,
and they shall have the right in per-
forming their duties hereunder to in-
cresse but rot to lower the valuation
of any properiy; real or personal, as
fixed by the county aucitor cr asre-
turned by any person; and it shall not
be deemed material whetber the re-
turn so increased was intentioaally or
unintentionally false, or whether the
property whose value is so raised was
intentionally or unintentionally re-
turned at less than its fair cash value
by the county auditor and upon the
lists made out by them,the valuations
fixed by them; said returns and lists,
with said vsluations, to be by them
laid before the county auditor oo or
before the third Tuesday in March in
each year, exczpt that for the town-
ship of Florence, in the crunty of
Florence, for the year 1897, ine same
to be laid before the county auditor
on or befors the 3ist of Marca. Pro-
vided, however, ihatreal estate shall
be valued and assessed by said boards
only in these years when real estate
is by the law required to be returned,
except that said boards may, in any
year, value and assess any real estate
and improvements thereon which they
may ascertzin or discover have not
previously been returned or assessed
for texation. Whenever the valuation
and assessment of any property is fix-
ed by said boards at a sum grealer
than the amount returned by the
ownper or his ageni, or whenever any
properiy is valued and asseseed for
1axation whick has not bzen previous-
1y returned or assessed it shali be the
duty of the county auditor on or be-
fore the Iourth Monday in March of
the year mn which the valuation and
assessment is made to givetothe own-
er or agent of such property written
notice thereof, which notice may be
served upon such owxner or his agent
personally, or by mailing the same to
such persou or his agent at his last
known place of residence; and such
owner or his agent, if he chiecits to
such valuation and assessment, shall
have the right of appeal to the county
board of commissiorers, siiting on the
county board of equalization, which
appeals shall be heard by said county
board. That account or the county
auditor for the pecessary statiomery
and posiage to enable him 10 give the
notices herein required, shall be & va-
lid claim against uae county and shall
be psid as other county claims are
paid. Nothing in this act contained
shall be construed as interfering with
the duty of the county audiior of ad-
ding fifiy per cent. 1o the value of
personal properiv as a penalty as pro-
vided in sections 279, 295, and 297 of
the revised statutes of 1893, nor with
the duties of the county auditor as
prescribed in section 23U of the revis-
ed statutes of 1593,

Sec. 5. The county boards of com-
missioners, while acting as the county
boards of equalization, shall meet on
the fourth uesday in March in each
ryear, and atsuch other times &stae

bairman or a majority of the board
shall direet, at the oflice of the county
auditor, who shail act as their clerk.

The comnty auditer shall thereupon
lay before them the returns of proper-
17 made to him ard all property listed
by him and by the board of township
commissioners and special bosards of
assessors. ach member, having taken
a4 oatd,before some otlicer duly qual-
ified to administer the same, lauirly
and impartislly tc ejnalize the value
of the real and personal property of
ibeir county. accerding to Lhe provis-
ions of law, the board shall imimedi-
ately proceed tc equalize the valua-
tions fixed by the board of towaship
commissioners, so that each piece of

propertw shall be entered ou the tax
list at its true value. They shall hear
all grievances and appeals from the
valuations and assessments fixed by
the township boards of commissioners
and special boards of assessors, and
act upon the same. For the purpose
of performing their duties said board
shall observe the following rule:

First. They shall raise ike valuation
of such tracts and lots of real proper-
ty or articles of personal property, as
in their opinion have been raturned
or assessed below their true value, to
such prics or sum as they may believe
tc be the true value thereof, and due
notice shall be given to the owner or
agent of such property.

Second. They shall reduce tne val-
vaiions of such tracts and lots of real
property and articles of personal pro-
perty, as in their opinion have been
returnsd or assessed above their true
value, as compared with the average
valuation of the property of such
county, having due regard to the rel-
ative situation, quality of soil, im.
provement and natural and artificial
advantages possessed by each tract or
lot of real properiy.

Third. They shall nof reduce the
aggregate value of real and personal
property bzlow the aggregate value
thereof as returned tc the county au-
ditor. The auditor shall keep an ac-
curate journal or record of the pro:
ceedings and orders of said board.

Any person whose property has
been or may be assessed above ius true
value who cannot sscure relief from
said board shall have the right tcap
peal to the comptroller gemeral, 10
whom shall be forwarded all testimo-
ny relative to each aileged grievance
and who shall act thereupon.

Sec. 6. The said returns and lists of
taxable property, with the valuations
fixed as hereinbefore provided shall
thereupon be adopted by tae county
auditor for the purposes of taxation
for the ensuing year, and shall be per-
manently entered on record by him
upon the tax books of his county.

It shall be the duty of the county
auditor to mage up and complete the
tax pooks of his county oxz or bzfore
the 13th day of June, as provided in
section 285 of the revised statutes of
1893. Nothing in this act contained
shall be construed as interfering with
the provisions of sections 299 and 314
of the revised statutes of 1893.

Sec. 7. Biachk member of the towa-
ship board of commissioners and of
the special boards of assessors shall re-
ceive for his services in pverforming
the duties devolved upoa him by this
act two dollars for each day actually
employed, not exceseding three days:
Provided, that in those townships or
tax districts ia which is situatsd an
incorporated town or city of 1,000 and
less than 5,000 inhabitants they shall
be paid for not exceeding five days;
and in those townships or tax districts
in which there is an incorporated city
or town of 5,000 and less than 10,000
inhabitants they shall bes paid for net
exceeding 10 days; and in those town-
ships or tax districcs in which there is
an incorporated town or eity of 10,000
inhabitants or more they shall be paid
for not exceeding 20 days: Provided
further, that no per diem shall be paid
unless accompanied by the affidavit of
such member giving the number of
days actually employad aud by the
certificate of the county auditor to the
effect that suck member has fully per-
formed all the duties required by this
act.

Sec. 8. Nothing in this act shall be
construzd to affect the powers and
duties of the conaty auditor of Char-
leston and of the special boards of
assessors of the city of Charlesion as
defined in section 311 of the revised
statutes of 1823 and in any act or acts
amending said section tnat may be
passed at the present session of the
general assembly.

Sec. 9. "'hat irom and after the pas-
sage of this act the governor shall ap-
point, upoa the recommendation of
the senator and the members of the
house of represenfatives from the re-
spective counties, three discreat elec-
tors in each imcorporated city and
town in this State having a popula-
tion of not less than 500 inhabirants,
who shall be known as the board of
assessors of such cities and towns,
whose term of office shall be cotermi-
nal with that of the governor by
whom such assessors shall have been
appointed and until their successors
have been appointed and qualified.
The duties heretofore devolve upon
the township board of commissioners
as assessors shall be devolved upon
the board of assessors herein provided
for within the limits of their respect-
ive cities and towns. .

Provided, That nothing eontained
in this section shall be construed as
affscting the special boards of assess-
ors in the cities of Charleston and
Columbia.

See. 10, All acts and paris of acis
inconsistent with this ac: are hereby
repealed.

Sec. 11. Thais act shall go into effect
immediately sfter its passage.

He Fell Qaickly.

CoLvMela, S. C.. March 18.—When
Governcr Ellerbe reorganized the
consiabulary afew daysago he an-
nounced that he would use his official
broadaxe to chop off the head of the
very first appointee who got drunk.
Under such circumstances he little
dreamed that ke would have touse his
axe in less ther 2 week. But he did,
all the same. One of the members of
the new force got on a spree after
getting his commission. It was
orompily reported to Governor Ellerbe
and yesterday he chopped the ofend-
er’s oilicial head off witheut a word.
Avother man will be selected to fill
the place. The man was one of the
members of the former force who had
beenretained. Governor Ellerbe says
that he expecis to take similar acticn
in every cas2 of such character that is
brovight to his attention and the con-
stables may as well understand it.—
State.

An Heiress Eldoaped.

St. Lotis, March 17.—Eiia Burden,
11 gearsold, heiressto $100,000, has
been inexplicably missing from her
home since Monday. Shkelived with
her grand-mother, Mrs. Burder, at
5032 Minerva street and left home
Mondsy for the Dezier school, where
she is regarded as one of the brightest
and prettiest of the several pupils. At
3:30 o'cloek in thie afternoon, the ususl
hour, she left the school for home and
went part of the way with several other
ziels, toa point where she usually
took the car for home. Nothing hss
besn heard of her since. Mr. Burden
nasevery sgency possibly at work for
her discovery. [Ie declares the only
possible theory for her disappearanc:
1s that she was kidnapped and is being
held by her captors umiil a sutlicient
reward is otfered. Ella is a beautiful
child and well grown for her age. A

WKINLEY'S MESSAGE.

STRIKES FOR HIGHY TARIFFS AND
MORE REVENUE.

A Polnt Mads Plaln That the Government
Must Elther 3pend §uch Less or Receive

Much More.

WaAsHINGTON, March 15.—DBoth
branches of Coagress assembled to-
day in extraordinary session in obe-
dience to the President’s proclamation
convening it. After the routine busi-
ness of the two Houses were gotiten
through the following message was
read in each House:

To the Congress of the United States:

Regrettiug the necessity which has
sequired me to call youtogether. I
feel that your assembling in extra-
ordinary session is indispensible be-
cause of the condifion in which we
find the revenuesof the government.
It is conceded that its current expendi-
tures are greater than its receipts,
and that such & condition has existed
for more than $hree years, With un-
limited means atour command, we
are presenting the remarkable spectacle
of increasing our public debt by bor-
rowing money to meet the ordinary
outlays incident upon even an econo-
mical and prudent administration of
the government. An examination of
the subjeet discloses this fact in every
detsil, and leads inevitably to the con-
clusicn that the condition of the rev-
enus which allows itis unjustifiable
and should be corrected.

We find by the report of the secre-

tary of the treasury that the ravenues
for the fiscal year ended Juune 50, 1893,
from all sources, wera $125,868,260.22
and the expenditurss for all purposes
were $415,953,5806.56, leaving an ex-
cess of receipts over expeaditures of
$£9,914,453.66. During thas fiscal year
£40,570,467.98 were paid upon the cub-
lic debt, which had baen reduced
sinee March 1, 1839, $259,076,830, and
the annual interest charged desreased
$11,684,576.60. The receipts of the
government from all sources during
the fiscal vear ending June 30, 1893,
amounted to $461.716.56L aunl its ex-
penditures to $159,374,857, showing
an excess ofrecaipisover expanditures
of $2,341,674.
Sines that tima the recsip!s of no fis-
cal year, and, with few excsptions, of
no morth of any fiseal year, have ex-
ceeded the expenditures. The recaipts
of the goverament from all sources
during the fiscal year ending Jure 30,
1894, were $372,802,495 and its expen-
ditures §442,605,758, leaving a deiicit
—the first time sincs the resumption of
specie payments—of $69,803,260. Not-
withstanding thers was a decrease of
$16,769,128 in the ordinary expenses of
the goverament as compared with the
previous fiscal year, its income was
still not sufficient to provide for its
daily necessities, aud the zold reserve
in the treasury for the redemption of
greenback was drawn upon te meet
them. But this did not suifice, and
the government then resorted to loans
to replenish the reserve. In Febru-
ary, 1894, 850,000,000 were issused,
and in November follewing & second
issue of $50,000,000 was desmed neces-
sary. The sum of $117,171,795 was
realized by the sales of these bonds,
but tne reserve was steadily decreased
until, on February 8, 1895, a third
sale of $62,315,400 in bonds for $65,-
116,244 was announced to congress.

The receipts of the government for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1895,
were 390,373,203 and the expzu&imr&s
$432,178,426, showing a deficit of $12,-
805,223. A further loan of $100,000,-
00" was negotiated by the government
in February, 1896, the sale netting
$111,166,246, and swelling the aggre-
gate of bonds issued within three years
to $262,315,400.

For the fiscal year ending Juue 30,
1896, the revenues of the government
from all sources amounted o $09,-
475,408, while its expenditures were
$434 673,645, or an excess of expandi-
tures over receipts of $25,203,245. Ia
other words, the total receipts for the
three fiscal yearsending June 30, 1896,
were insufficient by $137,811,729 to
to meet the total expenditures. Nor
has this: condition since improved.
For the first half of the presznt fiscal
vear the receipts of the government
exclusive of postal revenues were
§157,057,603 and its expenditures ex-
clusive of postal service $195,410,000,
or an excess of expendifures over re-
ceipts of $37,902,396. In Janvary of
this year tha recaipts exclusive of pos-
tal revenues were $24,316,294and the
expenditures exclusive of postal ser-
vice $30,269,382, a deficit of $5,952,395,
for the month., In February of this
vear, the receipts, exclusive of pastal
revenues, wers $24,400,997 and expen-
ditures exclusive of postal service,
$28,796,056, a deficit of $4,395,059;0r2
total deficiency of $186,061,580 for the
three years and eight months ending
March 1, 1897. Not only are we
without surplus in the treasury, but
with an increase in the public debt,
there has been a corresponding in-
crease in the annual interest charge
from $22,5893,883 in 1892, the lowest of
any since 1862, to $34,357,297 in 1896,
or an increase of $11,493,414.

Itmsy be urged that even if the
revenue of the government had been
sufficient to meet all its ordinary ex-
penses during the past three years the
gold reserve would still have been in-
sufficient to meet the demands ugon
it and that bonds would necessarily
have been issued foritsrepletion. Be
tois as it may, it is clearly manifest
without denying or affirming the cor-
rectness of such a conclusion that the
debt would have been decreased in at
least the amount of deficiency and
business confidence immeasurably
strengthened throughout the country.
Congress should prompily correct the
exising conditions. Ampie revenues
must be supplied not only for the or-
dinary expenses of the government,
but for the prompt payment of liberal
pensions and the liguidation of the
principal and interest of the public
dett. In razising revenues, duties
should be so levied upon foreign pro-
ducts as to preserve the home market
sa far as possible to our own produc-
ers, 10 revive and increase manufac-
torles, 1o relieve and encourage agri-
culture, to increase our domestic and
foreign commerce, to aid and develop
mining and building and to render to
labor in every field of useful occupa-
tion the liberal wagesand adequatere-
wards to whica skiil and industey are
justly entitled. The necessity of the
passage of a tariff law which shall
proviae ample revenue need not be
turther urged. The imperative de-
mand of the hour is the prompt enact-
ment of such a measure and to this ob-
ject I earnestly recommend that con-
gress shall make every endeavor. De-
fore other business is transacted, let
us first provide suflficient revenue to

without the contracting of further
debt. or the continued disturbances of
our finances.
WiLniay McEINLEY,
President of the United States.

The message occupied the undivid-
ed attention of the senators and of the
audience in the galleries, but no dem-
onstration foilowed its conclusion.
Then, on motion of Mr. Allison (Iep.)
of Iows, the senate at 3:25 p. m. ad-
journed until to morrow at noon,

THE NEW PENSION LAW.

It 1a More Complicated Than the Onelt
Supersedes.

Covvapia, March 19.—The latest
pension law is creating more compli-
cations than the pravious one, which
it was supposed {o simplify. In fact
there are so many irregularities and
inconsistencies in 1t thet it is doubtful
if pensioners will «et their money be-
fore some time i August, t .ugh
there is some chsince of them geuing
it about the latter part of July. The
contemplation of the law is that pen-
sioners should receive their quotain
June, but in the new law the yearis
made 1896 instead of 1897. This is an
error from carelessness and will not
affect the payment in' the least, but
there are other things to be considered.

The township noards are required to
meet on May 1 a.d the County Board
meets ten days late. All pensions al-
lowed will tken have to pass thein-
soection of the Siate Board, and ss
thers are so many of them, it will be
utterly impossible to have the lists
r2ady by June 15, as required by law.

Another cymplication srises from
the formation of hew counties and the
division of townships

ties will b2 orgazizad by May 1, itis
not known exactly what procadure
shall be taken towards organizing
enunty boards. Comptroller General
Norton is giving the subjzct serious
study and it may result in him ignor-
ing the fact that mew couaties have
been formed and have the townships
organizs just as :f they had not beea
cut off from the original county.

Again, there sre many townships,
especially in the lower section of the
State, whera thera are practically no
Ccafederate soldiers, and if they do
not organize township boards the State
Board is required to do so. Thus the
latter board, before acting, will have
to ascertain all these facts and that
means further delay.

The State Board nad all its blanks
printed and sent out to the various
couaties oefore the new law was pass-
ed,and these blanks had nothing about
township boards. Mr. Norton bhopes,
kowever,to make them answer all pur-
poses and save the printing of addi-
tional ones.

The whole machinery of the pension
department has to bz done over by
reason of the new law and whila there
was a great deal of kicking lasc year
over delays, therm is likely tobza
mighty howl this year. Bat it can't
be helped.

The following is a brief synopsis of
thelaw: S

1. The surviving soldiers and sail-
ors who were in the service of the
Confederacy or the State during the
late war between the States are io
meet oa a convenient day prior fo
May, 1897, in the several fownships
of this State, and after organizing by
the election of a chairman and secre-
tary, they shall elect by a majority
vote three of their members or reputa-
ble citizens who are not applicants for
pensions, who are to constitute the
examining board of pensions for each
township.

2. The township boards are to elect
one of their members as chairman.

3.-All applications for pensions are
to be made to the township boards
whose duty it shall be to decide to
which class the applicant belongs.

4, The several township boards are
to meet before the first Monday in

ering applications, and within fen
days thereafter the county examining
board shall meet to sattle all disputes
and contests.

5. In selecting p2nsioners {rom
among the applicants, the board shall
have regard 10 their physical condi-
tion and financial means, allowing to
each applicant so s:lected the sum of
$6, $4 and £3 per month. as they may
be entitled to under the law.

6. The members of the township
boards are to serve without compensa-
tion,

7. The chairman of the township
boards are to meet at the county seat
within ten days after their own elec-
tion, and shall organize by electing a
chairman and secrsiary. When or-
ganizad they are t> elect four of their
members and a regular practicing
physician, who are to constitute the
county examining board, whici is to
meet on the first Monday in May,
1897.

8. The members
Boards are to ric:ve $1 per day and
5 cents per mile one way,the per diem
and mileage not to exceed $3 each in
a year.

9, The pensions ara to bs paid not
later than June 15 . —Register.

Charce For Some Town.

Corumpis, 8. C., March 18, —‘At
the annual meeting of the South Car-
olina State Teachers’ association &
committee of three men was appointed
to see what could be done teward
securing a perraanent home—grounds
and building—for these annual mest-
ings, such honies as the teachers of
Norih Carolira and Georgia have.
From 200 to 300 teachers from the
common schools, high school, acade-
mies and collegss of the State attend
these meetings. How many towas in
the State are interested in this
movement? [aiscommiitee makes
its report in Jume.” The 3Siaie
yesterday  reczived the  above
which is given for the information of
the pubtue. There is scarcely any
necessity of pointing out the great
benefit 10 many ways that will come
to the town or city which has tne
number of teachersindicated to gather
therein once a year. All business
concerns would proft directly from
the presence of such pecple.

Rasaslan Students Arrested.

Loxpoy, March 18.—A dispateh fo
the London Times from St
Pettersburg says that over a thous:
and students of the Uaiversity and
other institutions have been arrested
at the very doors of the Cathedral of
our Lady of Kazan, There wereen-
deavoriag to attend prayers said for
the soul of a girl student name Vit

banket and buraed herself to death in
her prison cell 10 escape the insults
and violence of a prison official. She
has been imprisoned since December
on the charge of being a political agita-

iarge reward is offered for her return’ |

faithfully administer tae government |

tor.

As it is likely |
that but one or two of the new coun- |

May, 1897, for the purpose of consid- | &

of the County!

roff, who, itisaileged, set fire to her|p

TILLMAN ON MARK HANNA.

THE DISGRACE OF THE LATE PRESK
DENTIALELECTION.

The Ohlo Statesman is Rewarded for the
FWholesale Prositution of the American
Peaople—Senators Should be Elected by a

Direct Vote.

Senzior B. R. Tillman wrote as fol-
lows recently to the New York World:

The attitude of the World inthe last
campaign was a disappointment o its
friends who had expected that it
would finally come out for free silver
and then give Mr. Bryan a heariy
support.

But while Democrais were disap-
pointed that the great Democratic
deily of New York city assumed the
aititude it did, the telling blows which
it has dealt to trusts and monopolies
and the courage and persistence with
whick it leads the fight against corpo-
rations and their high priest, Mark
Hanna, must commund the admira-
tion of every true patriot.

W are making history very rapidly
in this closing lustrum of the niage-
teenth ceniury aud the two opposing
forces in American politics, the peo
ple and organized capital, are already
' rnarshalling their forces for the con-
test of 1300. The last election, al-
though it witnessed the triumph of
| rnoney, is acknowledged to have set-
| tlad nothing, and every student of
current events must realize that the
condition of antagonism between man
snd money of our covntry is becom-
ing more and more accentuited every
day.

As soon as it became known that
Senator Sherman weuld recsive the
portfolio of State in the Cabinet of
1r. McKinley the question of his sue-
cessor came prominently to the froat
and for iwo moaths the figure of
Mark Hanna has foomed portentious-
ly above the horizon as the man who
was totake Sherman’s place ia the
American House of Lords.

There has been reports, interviews
and surmises almost daily leading the
paople to believe that Governor Bush-
nell and Serator Foraker would re-:
sist the demand for Mr. Haana’s ap-
pointment to fili the Senatorial va-
cancy. There wers patriotic Ameri-
cans trained in the old school of our
polities, both Democrats and Rzpubli-
cans, who hoped that official subser-
viency would not stoop so far that the
great State of Ohio might have asits
representative in the Senate one wor-
thy to succeed John Saerman.

But the ‘‘business methcds,” for the
first time made familiar tc the Ameri-
can people in the recent Presidential
canvass, have been too strong, The
hewscame to us within a week thai
Hanna is to bs th2 next Sznator from
Ohio. Orgapized capital flauats in
the face 6f American people the com-
mission to a seat in the Senate wrung
from a reluctant exscutive, and the
4t of March, which will witness the
withdrawal of Sherman, will b2 fol-
lowed swiftly by the entrance into the
Se1ate ckamber of a man who boldly
and unblushingly bought the Presi-
dency for his friend and patroa.

1say patron, for I am not ready to
use & harsher term which, however, 1s
flpating in the minds of the people,
nor to believa that Mr, McKinley will
permit himself to become the mere
puppet and tool of JIanna and the
men he represents. .

The two men are very intimately
associated and one owes the other
much, very much, but I shall hope to
see the new President perform the
duties of his high cffice in a manzer
that will reflect credit upon himself
and the millions of true Americans
who voted for him, rather than lend
himself to the scheme of the conspira-
tors who are pressing madly onward
either to defeat or revolution.

The American people have donez
reat deal of thinking since the No-
vember election and the masses have
learned = great deal about the true na-
ture of the issues presented in the last
campeign,

1t is forlrnate for thoss who have

not despaired of the Republicand who
believe in the capacity of mea Ifor
self-government that Mars Hanna is
to enter the Oenate, His advent
marks a.further step downward, 2
“lower deep” in the debauchery of
Ameriean politics. The election to
the high office of his Democratic pre-
decessor by bribery has been charged
with much show of trath, and no evi-
dence to aisprove it ever saw the light
of day.
~ What, with the fact that Ohlo cast
one vote in the recent election for
every three and three-quarter inhabi-
tants and now sees the manipulator of
that election transplaaied to the Sen-
ate—it is easy to ses that the down-
ward course, the ‘‘easy descent to
hell,” is being rapidly irod. The
“‘business methods’ which have
brought about these reralts and the
reward claimed and obtained so un-
blushingly must mark an epochin
American history.
{" Theseat filled by bluff, honestold
Ben Wade and *Grand Old Man,”
Allan Thurman, is to be occupied by
Mark Hanns and the question natural-
ly preseats itseif, whut 1s the reason
for thus hororing tkis man? Isit be-
cause he has oppressed and robbed la-
bor? That he1s in fact the embodi-
ment of modern Repubiicapism whica
is more cruel than the ex-slaveaolders
of the South and knows no Ged but
Mammon?

Lat the cause be what it may, the
American people have only unem-
selvesto blame for the conditlons 1n
which they now find themselves. The
struggle for the control of the govern-
ment by thetrustsand corporations has
caused usto witnesssirangesights witl-
in recent years. The Federal patronage
and the possession of the velo pow-
er are the prizes fought for in the
Presidential election.

A seatin the Senate, which is t1e
fortress of the wealthy classes and fa-
vored interests, is becoming so vaiua-
ble that the election of a Senator in
any State, North or South where
money cau be used, is no longer left
to the people or their represenlatlives.
Partissn {eeling runs so highas!lo
threaien rioting and bloodshed. Wit
ness the scemes in Kentucky last
spring, and see the citnation ia Oce-
gon ncw. Taen the elections for Sen-
ator in South Dakota, Idako and
North Carclina are too recent to need
more than an allusion. They allery
with trumpet voice for the election ol
anators by a direct vote of the peo-
2.

The robbery of ths pzople by still
more oppresive legislation thao toey
now endure cannot be accomplished
by legislative action, and a votelnd
the Senate in the equally-ballanced

condition of parties becomes more and |

more a prize to be fought for and—
alas, I must say ift—bought. The Re-
publican chairman, who is to become
Senator, has been actively at work
securing votes in that body.

When Congress convenes in extra
sesion he will himselfl be a member of
it, and his intimate relations with the
new President will naturally give
him more weight than any other man
in the Serate. Thus bribery, the
wholesale debauchery of the ballot,
isrewarded by the highest honor aud
influence. The highest honor in the
gift of the State is the prize for the
wholes.  prostitution of the Ameri-
can peou.e.

Again I say it marks an epoch in
our country’s history, and if remains
to be seen whether the triumph of
wrong over right, of falsehood over
truth, of dishonesty ané ecorrupiion
shall be permanent. I repeat thatthe
brazen effrontery which has brought
about this object lesson is fortunate
for the cause of humanity and patriot-
ism.

“The mills of the gods grind sicw,
but they grind exczedingly fine.”
The people of great wsalth who use
such unscrupulous methods to ia-
crease their ill-gotten gains are only
damming up the water.

State Board of Education.

CoLvaezA, March 18.—The follow-
ing communication to County Super-
intendents of Education will prove of
especial importanee to tieachers
throughout the State:

CoLuuBIA. 8. C, March 15, 1897.

Dear Sir: The State Board of Elu-
cation will meet at Columbia oa
April 2, and will examine applicants
for Teachers' State certificates on
April 3, begining at 9 o'clock 2. m.
At this meeting the County Boards of
Education will be reorganized as re-
quired by the Act passed_at the last
se~sion of the legislature. Ifyou have
2~y matters to submit to this hoard at
this meeting please send them in time.
The regular examination of appli-
cants for Teachers’ County ceriificaves
wiil be held by the County Boards of
Education on April 16. Decide where
the County examination willi b2 held
and give ample public notice of the
time and placs of both the State and
Couaty examinations. Tae questions
for the County examination will be
prepared by the State Board of Eluca-
tion and sent to you, by mail or ex-
press, in due time. _Yours very trulg,

W. D. MAYFIELD.

The meeting of the State Board of
Edccation as is seen from the above
is to be a most important one,as all
boards will be reorganized under the
new school laws passed by the last
Logislature. The follwing is the call
for the meeting of the board:

Dear Sir: Please take nofics that
the State Board of Education will
meet at the Governor's Mansion at 8
o'clock p. m., April 2, at the offize of
State Sup.sintendent of Elucation at
9 o'clock a. m. on April 3. Among
otber thingzs that will coms belore tae
Board at this maeting will be adoption
of quesiions for the regular County
examination cf applicants for teach-
ers' certificates. This examination’
will take place on the third Friday in
April. Pleass preparz and bring
with you soms questions to bz adopt-
ed by the Board. .

By order of Governor Wiiliam E.
Elierbe, Chairman .of ths DBoard.
Yours very truly,

W.D. MAYFIELD,

Vary Important Daclslon.
CoLumMpra, March, 19.—In the Su-

preme Court yesterday the following
decision was handed: W, H. Pep-
per, plaintiff, app:llant, vs, MissSai-
lie Soearer, styling herself Mrs. Sailie
Pepper, defeadant, respoadent; af-
firmed. Opinion by Ira B. Joues, As-
sociate Justice.” Bzhind tnis is the
sad story of a woman’s bstrayal and
the perfidious attempt of the man ia
the case to heap further ignomy and
disgrace upon his coaflding victim.
Several years ago, in Aunderson Caua-
ty, Pepper paid marked attentiosas to
the defendant in tne case mentioned.
Under the promise of marriage he be-
trayed her, but her faiher and brother,
zccompanied by a preacaer and a
couple of guns, persuaded Pepper that
it was best to right the wrong he had
done, as far as possib.e, by marrying
the girl. Shortly after this Pepper
skipped off and went to Texas. Last
year he applied to Judge Witherspoon
at Anderson to annul the marriage on
the ground that he had been forced
into 1t and had not entered into the
contract of his own free will and con-
sent. ‘The Judge rightecusly decided
against him and an appeal was taken
to the Supreme Court, which has just
confirmed the decision of the lower
court, It is understood that Pepper
has some property in which he does zof
wish his wife to share and tat is way
he wants the marriage annulled, but
in this the eourts have bloeckesd him.
He isstill in Texas, and even should
he get a divorce in that State 1t will
not affsct his wife's rights 1o her per-
sonal snare of what he might own in
this State, for South Carolina recog-
niz:s no divorce of aay kind, no mat-
ter where or for what granted-—Rez-
ister.

The Floods,

Mexpats, Tenn., March 18.—The
work of rescuing the people in the
flooded district 15 being carried on
night and day and tnis morning half
a dozen steamers brought to Memphis
over 1,000 refugees. ‘i'ne seleampoal
men tell some horrowing stories of
sutfering and death. One woman
wno was rescued from an Indiaa
mound. 15 miles west of herg, held 1n
her arms a dead infant that nad per-
ished from cold and hunger. Anociher
family of 1our when rescued, related
that two small children were drowned
in sight of their heipiess parents. is-
lands Nos. 40, 37, 3% and 3i1a toe
Mississippi river are completely suo-
merged and the iahabiiants 10 tke
number of absui 6UU have abandoned
their homes. Rair begac to fall here
yesterday afternoon and at noon to-
day there had been no cessation of
the downpour. The river now marks
36.9. Tre levees are sitanding the
strain much better than was expected,
but » break isliable to gecur =zt any
moment-

Ap Elephant Sirangled.

BripgePORT, Cenn., March 16.—
Tip, a monst2r elephant which has
bern shown throughout the country
for many years pasl, was pul todealn
oy sirangulation to-day. While tne
brute’s feet were chainea tostakes firm-
ly driven into the ground, men with
block and tackle drew a rops taul
about his neck, until he was dead.
The operation was completed in thir-
teen mioutes. ‘Tip bad developed
vicious tenaencies, Yesterday he was
given poison, but withovi marked ef-
fect,

¥

FOUR SURVIVED.

Thirty-five People Battled Witk Thirst
und Hpnzar,

NEW YoRrg, March 13 —Out of the
elghty-two persoss, cowmprising the
passengers and crew of the steamer
Ville de St. Nazaire,waich sa2iled from
this pert on Mareh 6 for Pori Aux
Prince. Hayti, only four are known
to have survived the disaster which
hefell the craft about forty-eight hours
later. Tnese four passed through an
experiesce such as hess fortunately
falien to ihe iot of fer, szeing one af-
ter azother of the thiriy-one others
wao leff the steamer in the large boat
rerisk of exposure to the cold or die
of hunger, some suffering during the
seven days in which they drifted help-
lessly, without sail or compnss, pangs
that drove them o madness before
death came to their relief, Among the
survivors is Senor Pagado, a San Do-
mingan, wbo was compelled {0 wil-
ness the death of his wife and four
childran witheut being adle te alievi-
ate their sufferings. What becams of
the foriy-four persons besides those
mentionen above can be only too well
surmised, although there .s= -emote
possibility that one or mores of the
three boais in which they left the
sinling steamer in the midst of 2 fierce
March storm, off the always perilous
Czpa Hatteras, has been picked up by
a sailing vessel which has not yet
made a port and mads known the res-
cue. The other known survivers be-
sides Togado are Captain Berri, Mr.
Stauts, the third engineer aad the
ship’s doctor, Maire.

The St. Nazzaire was one of the West
Indian flest of the French Trans At-
lantic Steamship Company and plied
between this and West Indian poris,
commanded by Captain Jacquaman.
She cleared from Naw York for Port
de F'eance, March 6:h. Qa the follow-
ing diy, according to the story told
by one of the survivors, aleik was
disecovered, but it was not thoughs to
bs suffizientir serious to warraat a ra-
turn to port. By the middle of the
second day, acwever, tue leak had
increased to a dangerous exient and a
portion of the carzo on the psri side
of the vessel was damaged by the wa-
ter which had commeanead to pour in
in graat quantities, ;

A terriole storm arose on the night
of the second day, and the heavy seas
tozether with the pbig leak, rendersd
the escape of the wveassel from ship-
wreek an impossibility, Realizing that
the ship was doomed the captain or-
dered the four life boats to be lowered
and ints them crowded the passengers
and crew. The boats were soon swept
apart by the wind and waves. Tae
bzat whica was found by the Hilda
six days after the sinking of the ship
is the only onz of the four that has
bzea heard of.

The Vills de SL. Nazaire was valued
at $300,000. Her cargo was valued al
$50,000 and she carried $23,000 in
gold. The agent szid ne did nct kaow
whether the cargo was insured or not.
Captain Jaguanan was a widower and
two of his danghters are said to be
married and livinz inthe south of
France.

Engineer Stauts and Dr. Maire have
so far recoverad from the effacts of
their terrible exposure as to be able to
bz up and around the saloons of the
steamship Ly Normandie, to which
they have been taken to recuparate.
Captain Berri is resting easily at the
Hotel Martir.

To his physician,Captain Barrisaid:
“The supply of food and water on the
small boats was exhausted the first
day, and then bagan the awful strug-
gle in which thirty-one out of the
thirty-five persons in the boat pe~ish-
ed. Mrs. Tagado and her four chil-
dren were among the first to succumb,.

fier the water gave out a few bis-
cuits remained. Many of the men
were almost choked in swallowiag the
dey stuff, and in desperation they
drank of the salt water. Those who
comr.enced to drink the brine could
not stop, and in a few days they be-
came maniacs and died in maniacal
convulsions. Others who resisted the
temptation todrick the salt water
eould not stand the deprivation and
died from huager. Thos2 who ramain-
ed had not strength enough tomove,
and when the boat was picked up
there were four of the dead with the
living. I did everything I could to
induce the unfortunate people fo keep
from drinking the salt water and to
set themselves to ficht death, but what
I said had little effect.”

Dariog Attempt 2t Kidpapping.

Houstow, Tex., Merch 18.—The
most daring attempt ai crime ever
kpown here was frustrated this morn-
ing at 3 o'clock when detectives killed
Walter Hughes as he wasin the act
entering the house of Frank Dunn,
wealthy resident of thiscity. The
pelice received information some time
azo that a scheme was on foot to kid-
nap Dunn’s little daughter. The pur-
vose of the kidnsppers wasto keep
the girl in captivity and demand $40,-
000 ransom for restoring her to her
parents, Dewc.ives have been on
guard at Mr. Dunn’s house for several
nights, but no developments oceurred
until this morning, when it was dis-
covered that 2 man was attempting to
force one of the windows of the Duan
residence. One of the officers inad-
vertently attracted the attention of
the marauder, who, finding he was
discovered, drew a revolver and fired
twice at the detective. The detectives
then opened fire and the intruder fell
dead. Hugh was 2 railroad man, but
has lately been working as a carpen:
ter. He had rented a house near
Duan’s and under the {loor of ore of
the rcoms had dug s cavein which
the kidnapped child was to be szcreted
until the ransom was paid. At apoint
some distance from the city Hughes
ked’arranged a number of tia boxes
where he intended to direct that the
ransom money be deposited. Hughes
also intended to give notice that if
any watch was kept over these deposi-
tories 1t would resultin the death of
the child. When Bughes’ body was
searched a revolver, a keen-edged
butcher knife and a bottle of chloro.
form was found. An immense crowd
has gathered in and around the mor-
gue where the body lies. Mrs. Hughes
1as been arrested, but will nottalk.

VWholesale Polsoning.

BroapesT, March 16.—The irial of
twelve women and two men was com-
meneced at v asarhely, on Lake Hodos,
t0-day, The prisoners are charged
with poisoming their husbands, or
otbers of their relatives, in order io
obtain insurene2 money. Some of
the prisoners are acccused of four or
five murders, The chief priscner isa
mid-wife, named Marie Jajer, who is
charged with supplying the peisen
with which the murders were com-
mitted. About 200 witnesses have been
called.

' WAS A GREAT SWELL.

HOW A SHARPERCUT AWIDE SWATH
IN COLUMBIA-

Several Legisiators Elave Remembrances
in the Shape of I. O, U's—A Draft for a
Bosrd Bill Which Was Worthlesa,

CorvsBra, March 19.—During the
session of the Legisluture a well-
dressed man, apparently about 40
years old, came to Columbia and reg-
istered at the Grand Central. He bad
dark hair, sprinkled with grey, whis-
kers of the same kind, which he part-
ed in the middle, wore glasses, aad on
first sight had quite a distinguished
appearance about nim, Hisautograph
on the hotel register alleged that his
nams was Golp. Mr. Goip seemed to
have money, in fact he did, for he
smoked good cigars and wined and
dined himself sumptuously, both atth3
hotel and restaurants in the city.
That is, ke did it for & while, but be-
fore he left he wasn’t quite soswell,
though he tried his best to keep up ap-
pearances on the small amounts he
had borrowed from confiding new
made friends, They and the hotsl
would like to remew acquaintancs
with Mr. Golp for 2 brief moment,
long enough at least to infroduce him
to some policaman or othar offizer of
of the law whom he failed tomest
during his sojoura hera. Me. Golp
went away leaving sad rememberanc-
es, a two week’s unpaid board bill and
sundry small amounts he had “*touch-
ed” various pzople for, he forgotito
return.

As the gentleman had apparently
nothing o o butloaf around and en-
joy himself, it soon bscams mnoised
about amoag lezislators that he was a
man of wealth and position. Me.
Golp helped along this delusion by
telling about the confidential relatioas
which existed between himself and
George W, Vanderdilt aud let outa
gentle hint {zatthe millionaire’s purss
striags were right in his haands. Ha
sooke kaowingly of ths wondersof
Vanderbiit's palacs at Asheviile, and
his dzscriplioa of the luxarious fure-
ishings and equipm2nt of the mansic ..
and thelavish way irn which money
had bzen spantonit, made his hear-
ers’ eyes balge out in amizement and
they neld their moatas opsn in utter
astonishment, for his audifors, asa
rule, counted themselves mizhty
lucky to have a thres or four room,
common, ordinary plank houss in
waich tolive and reartheir families.

Having thus established himself as
being about the cnly pebble lying
about on the beach, Mr. Grolp proceed-
ed to inform evergbody who cared to
listen that he was in Columbia for
recreation and that one of his prinei-
pal ways of gatting a little change ot
of the monotony of living was to
write for the newspapers. He repre-
sented two or three big Northern pa-
pers and several Earopean jourasls,
he said, though as far as anybody can
‘remember he never happened {o men-
tion the namse of any of them, Inthe
excess of his confidencs; he informed
people about the hotel lobby that he
had been an officer in the Garman
army, cavalry serwice, and spoke very
intelligently and correctly, it is said, -
about the Emperor’s war machi
That he spoke with a Garman acccent
lent some color to his statement with
these who didn’t suspect him of being
& sharper. '

Fina"ly he becams very intimate
with legislators and others about the
hotel. It was “‘Hello, Jim,” or “How
is it, old man?” with his new made
friends, in a very short tims. His
familiarity at last bzcams unbsarable
tosome legislators, and they “called
him dowa.” Some remarks he made,
to others, with no intention of of-
fending anybody, caused them, how~
ever, to threaten to knock his head off.
Little things like that didn’t phase
him a bit, and he coniinued to walk
into members’ rooms and engage in
their conversations often to their dis-
gust and late into the night, but they
were too considerate to ask him out.
It was during tnese mestings that he
“touched” several members for small
amounts, explaining that he had ne-
glected to draw enough out of the
bank during the day to last him.
ali he got this way was aggregafed
into a single sum it would not amount
to much, but it was not his fault.
Lagislators don’t carry wads of green-
backs around with them at any time,
but to the extent of their ability he
oot them. He told them whar agreat
Lzgislature Sowth Carolina had, and
how he was going to write glow-
ing accounts of it inthose domes-
tic and foreign journalshe represent-
ed. This was a bait he threw ou:in
order to catch suckers but few bit,
and those who did have several weeks
since realized that they had been
duped.

. Golp stayed around Columbia some
time after the Legislature adjourned,
and iinally left, supposedly for Ash-
ville. Heowed two weeks board and
gave a draft on the Battery Bankat
Asheville for the amount., It was re-
turged as no good, and since that
time an effort has been made to locate
Mr. Golp. He was heard of in several
towns in the upper part of the State,
but before he could be arrested he had
skipped, for he is a very slick fellow,
and will not come back to Columbia
if he can help it.—Register.

Deed of a Madman.

AUGUSTA, Ga., March 18,.—Wright
Smith, an old, one-legged Confeder-
ate soldier, had a dispute with his wife
in Summerville, a suburb of this city,
this afternoon, which resulted in him
killing nis two young children and
then committing suicide. Smith has
not lived happily with his wife, who
is his second, his first wife havi
died scms years ago. He went ou
into the yard and seeing his two chil-
dren by hus second wrife playing, dealt
each of them a blow with his cruteh,
braining them, then pulled a revolver
from his poczet and blew his own
brains out. The oldest child was
about five and the ;youngest three
vears of age.

Foul Play Suspected,

Lmeerty, 8. C., March 16,—A re-
port has reached here of 2 man named
Walkecuster being found dead on the
Southern Railroad, three and 2 kalf
miles West of here, on the 14th. He
was near the track and had a jug near
him, Thereis suspicion of foul play
as it is thought his body was put
there 1o make it appear he was struck
b7 atrain. Coroner Jores was sum-
moned and held an inquest but I have
not heard the verdict. He had a wife
and on® child at Piedmont factory and
was moving and the man who was
moving him has not been heard of
around here since Saturday.—Regis-
ter.




